
ture and puts the cutting edge of the needle parallel to the
vein's posterior wall, thus lessening the possibility of passing
beyond the venous wall when the retention bulb is pushedunder the skin.

CONCLUSIONS
This self-retaining principle, therefore, has the following

advantages :
1. It may be applied to any needle.
2. It minimizes the nervous tension on the part of the

operator due to the necessity of holding a needle immov-
able in one position for a tediously long time.

3. The needle cannot be dislocated while it is being coupled
to the syringe.
4. Pressure applied to the piston will not dislodge the

needle-point.
5. By freeing the hand that would ordinarily be fixed in

holding the needle, one may even dispense with the ser-
vices of an assistant.
54 West One Hundred and Nineteenth JStreet.

A HANDY MOUTH-FINGER
Edward M. Mikkelsen, M.D., Winnetka, Ill.

It is always difficult, in examining or removing foreign
bodies from an eye, to hold the lids apart, focus the con-
denser, and manipulate a spud or other instrument, all with
the fingers of two hands. This led me to devise the little
instrument shown in the accompanying illustration.

/^\

A handy mouth-finger.

To operate, place shank E of condenser under spring clip
D of mouth-finger, swinging condenser either to right or left,
depending on which eye is most convenient for work
intended.
Place mouth-piece F of instrument between lips and under

tongue, without applying teeth to it. The condenser should
have a focus of about 2\m=1/2\inches, which is about 12 or 14
diopters. This gives a working distance between the eye and
that of the patient of about 5 to 6 inches. Focus and dis-
tance takes care of itself automatically after one becomes
accustomed to the instrument, leaving both hands free to do
what is necessary.
The instrument is made of aluminum, which leaves no

metallic taste in the mouth. The spring clip is made of
German silver and the rivets of brass, all non-corrodable on

boiling or washing. The instrument is light, fits the vest
pocket without bulging, and is a companion piece to the con-
denser.

A SELF-RECORDING DEVICE FOR TESTING
THE COLOR SENSE

J. Ellis Jennings, M.D., St. Louis
For many years the Holmgren colored worsteds have been

used by the railways and marine service of the United States
and most foreign countries to test the color sense of their
employees. When properly used, according to directions,
this test has proved to be practicable and reliable. The most
serious objections to it are:

1. The worsteds become soiled by constant handling so that
the more delicate shades can hardly be distinguished one
from the other.

2. The method of recording the skeins selected by the can-
didate is crude, laborious and liable to lead to error.
In order to overcome these objections I have constructed

a test in which the worsteds are not handled and the candi-
date makes a permanent record of his own color sense. It
consists of a square box divided into an upper and a lower
half, each half having a lid\p=m-\virtuallytwo shallow boxes with
bottoms joined together. The upper side of the box is marked
"Test No. 1 Green," and contains a color board made up of
all the different colors, shades and tints likely tö be mistaken
by the color-blind for green. The lower side of the box is
marked "Test No. 2 Rose," and contains a color board made
up of all the different colors likely to be mistaken by the
color-blind for rose. The color boards, like the box, are
absolutely square and each contains sixty-four patches of
worsteds of various colors and shades, making a total of 128
colors used in the test.
In each patch of colored worsted is a circular opening in

the color board which is for the purpose of registering the
particular patch of color chosen by the candidate. This he
does by inserting a pointed pencil of wood or metal through
the opening and punching a hole in the record sheet which
had previously been placed beneath the color board. The
position of the patches of color and the circular openings
have been arranged in an absolutely symmetrical design, so
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Jennings* self-recording color-test.

that when the box is turned in any one of four positions the
same appearance is presented and it is impossible to say
which is top or which is bottom. The openings of the color
boards are so arranged that the records of both the green
and rose tests are made on a single sheet.

METHOD OF MAKING THE TEST
The cover marked No. 1 is removed, the color board lifted

out, a record blank inserted and the color board replaced.
Care must be taken to see that the mark "top" in the box,
"top" on the back of the color board and the top of the
record blank all correspond. The box is now turned around
several times until all sense of direction is lost.
The green test skein fastened to the inside of the box cover

is placed at a distance of 2 feet and the candidate is given
the pointed pencil and requested to look along each row of
colored patches and when he sees the test color or one of its
lighter or darker shades, he is to place the point of the pencil
in the opening and punch a hole in the paper beneath. Hav-
ing completed Test 1, the cover is replaced and the box
turned over, exposing Test 2, the rose. The record blank
having been inserted and the rose skein displayed, the test
proceeds as before.

ADVANTAGES
1. The candidate makes a permanent record of his own

color sense.
2. The soiling of the worsteds by constant handling is

avoided.
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3. The worsteds are divided into two groups : in the first
group are placed all the colors mistaken for green by the
color-blind ; in the second group are placed all the colors
mistaken for rose by the color-blind.
4. The comparison of colors by placing two or more

together is avoided.
5. The large number of colors used, 128, gives free scope

in the detection of all cases of color-blindness.
6. The small size of the color patches, while ample to

show the color to the normal eyed, may lead to the detection
of a central color scotoma.

7. The tedious method of recording the color sense by
pulling out a concealed bangle and writing its number on a
blank is avoided.
8. An important color cannot be lost.
9. On account of its symmetry it is absolutely impossible

for any but those with a perfect color sense to pass the test.
10. It is the only method by which uniform results can be

obtained whether the examination is made by the physician
or by the layman.

11. Two or more records of the examination can be made
at the same time and the official at headquarters is able to
see exactly what colors have been selected to match the test
skeins.
I am indebted to Dr. Charles H. Williams of Boston for

suggesting the method of threading the worsted.
508 Carleton Building.

A NEW PETRI DISH COVER
C. C. Young, M.S., Lawrence, Kan.
Director, Kansas State Water Survey

The ordinary porous Petri dish top has not given satisfac-
tion in our water laboratory. In an attempt to eliminate the
troubles a glaze was put on the outside of a few covers for
experimental purposes. We were so pleased with the
improved results obtained that hereafter porous tops with
glazed outer surface will be used entirely in this laboratory.
These glazed covers combine the good features of both the

glass and the ordinary porous tops. They are superior to
the unglazed tops in many ways and the cost is no greater.

1. Evaporation of the water from the medium is reduced
about 60 per cent., but they are still porous enough to absorb
all water of condensation.
2. The glass bottoms are not scratched and ground when

the plates are stacked in the incubator.
3. The glazed surface affords a convenient place for mark-

ing with a wax pencil. The marks can be rubbed off as easily
as they can from glass.
4. The glaze adds much strength to the cover ; consequently

the breakage is reduced to a minimum.
5. They slip one over the other as easily as glass.
6. There is less danger of contamination, as the glaze pro-

tects the porous part of the cover so that material spilled on

a plate is not absorbed.
The advantages of this new cover over the old appear to be

sufficient to warrant all laboratories filling in their stock with
this type.

UMBILICAL CORD OR FUNIS RETRACTOR
W. P. Megrail, M.D., Wheeling, W. Va.

There is probably no more serious or fatal complication
to the child during its birth than prolapse of the umbilical
cord, which renders an otherwise easy and safe birth one

of greatest danger to the life of the babe.
Also there is no other place in which the obstetrician finds

himself so helpless to save the life of the child if unpre-
pared for this complication when finding on examination a

presenting, pulsating umbilical cord, and a half dilated rigid
cervix.
There is usually no sterile catheter at hand, or if there is,

it is difficult to thread it with a tape quickly and the babe
is going to die in a few minutes unless the umbilical cord
is promptly placed where it will be out of the way of the
oncoming head.
This simple instrument is constructed of spring steel ; 12

inches in length, 5/16 inch in width at the narrowest part,
and about 1/60 inch thick except at both ends, where it is
1/8 inch thick, and rounded to prevent the danger of pro-
ducing a puncture or laceration.

At one end there is a half circle crotch, Y_\ inch in diameter,
containing a number of serrations on the inner circle so that
it will hold the cord and carry it up into the uterus beyond
danger of compression, or if the operator prefers he can

use the other end of the instrument and thread it through
one or both holes with a tape or strip of narrow bandage
and pass it around the cord in the same manner as with
the whalebone fillet or the modern catheter or bougie.
The advantages of this instrument are :

1. It can be perfectly and rapidly sterilized.
2. It is quick and easy of application.
3. It combines two instruments in one.
4. It is flexible and will adapt itself to any curve, and yet

it occupies less space in the pelvis than a catheter.

o

Umbilical cord retractor

5. It is inexpensive, light in weight and occupies no space
in the obstetric bag, where some appliance should always be
found ready for this emergency.
6. It may also be used with advantage in passing a tape

around a foot or leg in doing an internal version.

SELF-RETAINING COLLAPSIBLE T-SHAPED CATH-
ETER FOR SUPRAPUBIC DRAINAGE OF

THE URINARY BLADDER
W. L. Chapman, M.D., Providence, R.I.
Surgeon and Pathologist to St. Joseph's Hospital

At the left of the illustration the catheter is shown folded
pencilwise in the grasp of an ordinary dressing or dissecting

forceps ready to be

Self-retaining catheter for suprapubic
drainage of the bladder.

introduced into the
suprapubic incision.
When the forceps is
withdrawn the cathe-
ter immediately
springs into position
with but slight ad-
justment. With-
drawal is easy on
account of the soft
material of the cathe-
ter. At A and B are
shown the oval aper-
tures for drainage
which may be readily
enlarged with the
scissors if desired. In
case larger drainage
openings are needed
the ends of the T arm
may be snipped off.
The catheter is prac-
tical, does not readily
become clogged, al-
lows but little leak-
age around it, may
be removed or rein-
serted with but little
pain to the patient,

and may be used for prostatic as well as suprapubic drainage.
It is made for me by the Davol Rubber Company of this city
and may in a short time be obtained from dealers.
254 Benefit Street.

Hydrobromid of Quinin in Whooping Cough.—I have had
a pleasing experience in the use of neutral hydrobromid of
quinin (gr. v four times a day in adults). It allays the
spasmodic cough, relieves the sense of depression and con-
duces to rest. It seemed rational, that if it produces so

happy an effect, as it often does in Grave's disease, it would
be of service in whooping cough and it has proven so with
me.—E. A. Hildreth, M.D., Wheeling, W. Va.
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